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Gun Control in Germany, 1928-1945 


A common belief among 
defenders of e Second Amendment 
то the US. Constitution is that the 
National Socialist goverment of 
Germany under Adolf Hitler did not 
permit the private ownership of 
firearms. Totalitarian governments, 
"hey have been taught in their high 
Schoolcivics classes, do not trest the! 

citizens and do not dare permit them 
10 keep firearms. Thus, one often 
hears Ше statement, "You know, the 
first thing the Nazis did when ie 
came to power vas outlaw fireanns 
ог, "The first thing Hitler did in Ger- 
‘many was round up all the guns,” 

One can understand why many 
American gunowners wanrto believe 
this. They se inthe current effort of 
their own govemment to take away 
right to keep and bear arms à 
limitation of an essential element of 
"heir freedom and à move toward 
tyranny, and they want io characterize 
the gun-grabbers in the most negative 
way they can. Adolf Hitler has been 
vilified continuously for the past 60 
years or so by the mass media in 
America, and certainly no politician 
orofficeholder wants to be compares 
with him. ihe gun-confiscation ef. 
fon can be portrayed convincingly as 
something of which Hitler would 
have approved, it will have been ef 
fectively tarred. 

"This identification of the inclina: 
ton to deny citizens the right to keep 
and bear arms wiih National 
Socialism and Adolf Hiter has been 
strengthened recently by clever 
magazine advertisements which 
‘show Hitler with arm outstretched 
in a Roman salute under a heading: 
“Allin favor of gun contol raise your 
righthand." A Jewish group, Jews for 
he Preservation of Firearms Owner- 
ship (IPFO) quite noisy for its size. 
has been especially zealous in 
promoting the idea that the current 
Воп сопи effort in America has its 
roots in Germany during the Hitler 
period. This group has gone so far as 
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то claim in several articles published 
in popular magazines read by 
Firearms enthusiasts that tne current 
restrictive legislation being proposed 
bythe U.S. govemmentismodeledon 
a gun-control statute enacted by 
Germany's National Socialist 
govemment the German Weapons 
Law (Waffengeseri) of March 18, 
1938. 

‘Again, one can understand the 
‘motivation of the JPFO. Many non- 
Jewish firearms owners are well 
aware that the movement 10 кейіпі 
their rights is led and promoted 
primarily by Jews, and ami-Jewish 
feeling has been growing among 
them They know that the controlled 
news media, which arc almost unam: 
mously in favor of abridging or 
abolishing the Second Amendment, 
are very much under the influence of 
Jews, and they know that the most 
vocal ani-gun legislators in the Con- 
gress also are Jews. It is natural for a 
group sach as the JPFO to mount a 
‘damage-conirol fon and attempt 10 
prevent али Jewish feeling from Þe- 

















strategy кло deflect the 
blame from their Kinsmen in the 
media and the government and direct 
tonto their точ hated enemies, the 
Nationa Socialists—orat least to cre- 
ate enough smoke to obscure he facts 
and keep the gun-owning public con. 
fuse. 

Unfortunately for those who would 
like to link Hider and the National 
Socialists with gun control. the entire 
premise for such an effon is false. 
German firearms legislation under 
Hitler, far from banning private 
ownership, actually facilitated the 
keeping and bearing of arms by Ост 
man citizens by eliminating or 
ameliorating restrictive laws which 
had been enacted by the goverment 
preceding his. a left center govem- 
ment which had contained a number 
of Jews. 
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T is nor just that the National 
Socialist firearms legislation was the 
apposite of what it has been claimed 
o have been by persons who want to 
tar modem gun grabbers with the 

Nazi” brush: the whole spint of 
Hier's government was starkly dif- 
ferent from ts portrayal by America's 
mass media, The facts, in bref, are 
these: 

+ The National Socialist govem- 
тет of Germany, unlike the govem- 
ment in Washington today, did not 
fear i citizens. Adolf Mitler was the 
тош popular leader Germany tus 
ever had. Unlike American presi- 
‘dents, he did not have to wear body 
armor and have shields of bulletproof 
glass їп front of him whenever he 
Spoke in public At public celebra 
"ons he rode sanding in an open саг 
as it moved slowly through cheering 
Crowds, Communists made several 
attempts to assassinate him, and Ñt: 
govemment stamped down hard on 
Communism, vinuslly wipingitoutin 
Germany Between upright, lav. 
abiding German citizens and Adolf 
Hitler, however, there was a real love 
affair, with mutual trust and respec 

* The spirit of National Socialism 
was ane of manliness, and individual 
self defense and self reliance were 
central to ihe National Socialist view 
of the way a citizen should behave. 
The notion of banning firearms 
ownership was utterly alien 10 Ма. 
опа! Socialism. їп the German 
universities, where National 
‘Socialism gained ns earliest foothoids 
and which later became is strongest 
bastions, dueling was an accepted 
practice. Although the liberal-Jewish 
governments in Germany after the 
First World War attempted to ban 
— it persisted illegally until it 
was apain legalized by the National 
Socialists. Fencing. target shooting. 
and other martial anis were immense- 
1y popular in Germany, and the Na- 
tonal Socialists encouraged young 
Germans to become proficient in 














these activities, believing that they 
were important for the development 
fa man’s character. 

+ Gun registration and licensing 
for long guns as well as for hand: 
pues) were legislated by ал аі Ма 
Чопа! Socialist government in 
Germany in 1928, five years before 
the Nationa Socialists gained power 
Hider became Chancellor оп January 
30,1995. Five years later his gover. 
тем got around to rewriting the gun 
12 enacted a decade сайт by his 
predecessors, substaetillyameliora- 
fing it in the process (for example 
Jong guns were exempted from the 
quirement for a purchase pomi. 
the legal age for gun ownersfip was 
lowered from 20 to 18 years the 
periodo validity of a permit o сапу 
weapons was extended from onc (0 
hrec усап. and provisions restricting 
the amour of ammunition or te 
number of firearms an individual 
could own were dropped). Hitler's 
government may be criticized for 
ieavingcenainresirictions and licens 
ing quirements in the Iaw, but the 
National Socialists had no intention of 
preventing law-abiding Germans 
"tom keeping or bearing ans. Agan 
the firearms law enacted by Hitlers 
govemment enhanced the rights of 
‘Germans to Keep and bear amis; по 
mew restrictions were added, and 
many pre-existing тесип were 
relaxed or eliminated. 

+ Av the end of the Second Wond 
War. American Gls in the occupying 
force were astounded to discover how 
many German civiltans owned 
private firearms, Tens of thousandsof 
Pistols looted from German homes by 
Gis were brought bact to the United 
Ses after the war. In 1945 General 
Exenhowcr ordered all privately 
‘own firearms in the American oc- 
— zone of Germany confi 
cated, and Germans were required 10 
hand in heir shotguns and ripes as 
well as any handguns which mad not 
already been stolen. ln the Soviet ос 
‘cupation zone German civilians were 
summarily shot if hey were found in 
possession of even a single canridge. 

* Jews, it should e noted, were nol 
Germans, even if they had been bom 

















MAUSER, Germany's foremost 
manufacturer o ilt and pistols, ad 
— watos widoly throughout 
the National Sociis penod Tni 
Mauser 36 is for “itary. hunting, 
Sports. and settdetonse weapons“ 
appes/ec m the February 193 issue 
chine popular German magazine At 
(ліп, Germany's answer © те N3- 
taal Geographic 


in Germany. The National Socialists 
defined citizenship in ethnic terms, 
cand under Miler Jews were not ac 
corded full ips of cilizermhip, Na 
tional Socialist legislation 
progressively excluded Jews from 
key professions: teaching, the media, 
the practice of law de. The aim was 
not only to free German Ме from an 
oppressive and degenerative Jewish 
influence, but to persuade Jews 10 
fe The German Weapons Law 
of March 18, 1938, specifically ex 
cluded Jews from manufacturing or 
жайла in firearms or munitions, but 
it did not exclude them from oweing 
or bearing personal firearms. The сс 
clusion of Jews from the firearms 
business rankled them as much as any 
other exclusion, and in their typically 
— fashion they Rave mis- 
represented the law involved as an 
anti-gun law in an efíor to eat their 
enemies in a bad light. 
1 should be өдісі in passing that 
етек йсцопв placed on Jews by the 
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National Socialists had the intended 
effet: between 1933 and 1939 to- 
thirds of Ube Jews residing in 
many emigrated, reducing he Jewish 
Population of me country (тот 
{600,000 when Hitler became Chao 
cellor in 1939 to 200000 at te out- 
сак of the Second World War in 
1939, Jews in ihe United States, look 
ingat is period from their own nar- 
көшу focused viewpoint, have 
— these peacetime years of 
the Natonal Socialist government as 
Aime of darkness, terrar, and regres 
sion. whereas or the Gentian pole 
iwasaime ef hope, joy, and spiritus! 
and materal newal 

“Much the same ype of distonion is 
seen in the portrayal of the Unis 
Siatesindhe early 1880s: thes calc 
“Мес элу Era ` Serator Joseph Me: 
Carthy (Republican, Wisconsin) used 
his position эз chairman of the 

e's Government Operations 

— to expose Ше widespread 
communis infiltration of the U.S 
goverment and other U.S tsi 
tions which had taken lacedurmzthe 
Second World War. A subst 
majority of te communists who wer 
dragged relucandy out into the gh 
of day by his efforts were Jews. Аз 3 
result, ihe controlled media always 
have portrayed dhe period as one of 
terror and repression. when everyone 
was frightened oi, Senator 
MiCanhy 's"wich- hunt," OF coun, 
it was nothing of the son 10 non. 
Jewish Americans, who were not in- 
папой ne least History viewed 
though a Jewish lons — Le, rough 
media соте by Jews амаа 
distorted m a way corresponding 10 
Jewish interests and concems. 

Both the German Weapons Law of 
March 18, 1938, enacted by the Na 
tional Socialists, and the Law om 
Fireanns and Ammunition of Apri 
12, 1928, which was enacied by an 
ni National Socialist government, 
are given below in fu first in fac 
smile and en in English uranstaon 
A tle background information finst, 
however, may help бе reader to un 
derstand their significance. 

Aher Germany's defeat inthe Fest 
World War (a defeat in which 
































Germany's Jews played nosmall pan, 
demoralizing the home front with 
demonstrations and other subversive 
activity much as they did in America 
uring the Vietnam var), the Kaiser 
abdicated, and liberals and leftiss 
Seized control of the govemment in 
1918. Hider, recovering in a military 
hospital from a British poison-gas at 
tack which had blinded him tem- 
Porarily, made the decision to go imo 
politics and fight against the traitors 
he felt vere responsible for 
Germany's distress. 

"The tendency of Germany's new 
rules after the First World War was 
much the same sitis fr the liberals 
in America today: they promoted cos 
‘mopolitsism, interationalism, and 
egaikarianism. Ву 1923 economic 

Беппалу had become 
catastrophic, and there was much 
public unrest. The communists had 
табе major inroads into tse labor 
movement and were а growing threat 
to the country. 

Hitler had indeed gone iio 
politics, and his National Sociales 
Datded the communists in the «лек. 
оё Germany's cities and gradually 
came to be scen by many patriotic 
Germans in the working class and the 
middle class as the only force which 
could save Germany from a com- 
‘munist takeover and total rui 
Hier's National Socialists conti 
то win тесто and gain sie 
during the 1920s, The communists, 
with aid from the Soviet Union. also 
Continuedto grow. The political situa 
tion became increasingly unstable as 
the goverment lost popular support 

“The government's response was to 
substantially tighten up sestáctons 
оа the rights of German citizens to 
keep and bear arms, The Law on 
Firearms and Ammunition of Ape! 
12, 1928, was the most substantial 
боп in his regard. This law was 
‘enacted by a lett center government 
hoste tothe National Socialists (ле 
— was headed by Chancel 
lor Wihelm Marx and consisted of a 
coalition of Socialists, including 
many Jews, and Catholic Cenrists) 

Five years later, in 1933, the Na- 
tional Socialists were in power, Hiller 





























GERMAN CIVILIANS wore ordered by American occupiers to tumin all ol their 





Weapons (including fencing swords, 4s те y the man atthe nont) 1345 
They ined up at collecnon POMS ai over Germany lodo so. Gis were amazed 


hat German civitas owned so many fiearms. (US ARM BONA EOS oro] 


neaded the government, andi com. 
murest threat was crushed deasively 
The National Socialists began undo- 
ing the social and economic damage 
done by their predecessors. Germany 
was restored 10 ІШІ employment, 
degeneracy and corruption were 
rooted ош, Jews and their col. 
laboraiors wert removed from one 
facet of national life alter another, and 
‘the German people entered a new era 
of nation freedom, health, and 
prosperity. 

Finally, in 1938, the National 
Socialist government got around 10 
enacting a new firearms law to 
replace the one enacted by Феи op- 
ponents ten years сәйісе The high. 
Tights ofthe 1938 law, especially as it 
applied 10 ordinary citizens rather 
man manufacturers or dealers. fol. 

+ Handguns may be purchased only 
оп submission ofa Weapons Acqui 
tion Permit (Waffenerwerbschein), 
which must be used within one year 
from the date of issue. Мишле лола 

"andgums are exempted from the 
perma requirement. (The 1928 law 
had required a permit or the purchase 
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of long guns as well, but the National 
Socialists dropped this requirement | 

+ Holders of a permit to сапу 
weapons (Waffenschein) or of a hon 
ing license do not need a Weapons 
‘Acquisition Pennitinordertoacquir 
a handgun. 








+ А hunting icense authorizes is 
калг 1o carry hunting weapons 
handguns. 





+ Firearms and ammunition, as 
well as swords and knives may not be 
Sold to minors under the age of 18 
Seam. [Tbe ape limit had been 20 
yea in the 1928 law | 





side of his dwelling, his place с 
employment. һа place of business, or 
his fenced propery must have on his 
person a Weapons Permit (Ма 
— А permis is not required. 
however, for carrying a firearm for 
use at a police-approved shooting 
range 











+ A permit io acquire a handgun or 
то Carry firearms may only be issued 
1o persons whose trustworthiness 15 
тогіп question and who can show a 
need fora permit. In particolar, a per- 
mit тау not be issued t 








1. persons under the age of 18 
ушы 

2 legally incompetent or mentally 
retarded persons; 

З. Gypsies or vagabonds: 

4. persons under mandatory police 
supervision [Leon arce] or oer. 
wise temporarily without civil бт. 

S. persons convicted of treason or 
high treason or known to be engaged 
im activities hostile to the state; 

6. persons who for assault, 
trespass, a breach of the peace, resis- 
ance to authority, a criminal offense 
or misdemeanor, or a hunting or fish- 
ing violation were legally sentenced 
чо a tern of imprisonment of more 
‘than two weeks, if ree years have 
not passed since the term ol imprison- 
тет. 

* The manufacture, sale, carrying, 

ssion, and import of the follow. 
ме prohibited 

1. "rick" firearms, designed so as 
to conceal their funcion (e 8 , cane 
— and belt buckle pistols) 

2. any firearm equipped with a si- 
lencer and any rifle equipped with a 
эриним. 

3. cartridges with 22 caliber, bol 
low. point bullets. 

"That is the essence. Numerous 
‘other provisions of he law relate to 
firearms manufacturers, importers, 
and dealers to acquisition and сату. 
ing of firearms by police, military, 











and other official personnel: to the 
‘maximum fees which can be charged 
forpermits(3Reicksmarl to outs 
bringing firearms imo Germany. and 
1o the fines and other penalties to be 
levied for violations 

The requirements of “rustwonhi. 
ness” and of proof of need when ob- 
taining a permit are troubling, Бы it 
Should be noted hat shey were simply 
carried over from the 1928 law: they 
were not formulated by the National 
Socialis. Under the National 
Socialists these requirements were in, 
erpretd liberally: a person who dig 
not fall into one of the prohibited 
categories listed above was com 
sidered trustworthy, and a statement 
such as, “I often carry sums of 
money.” was accepted as proof of 
need. 





"The prohibitions of spotlight 
‘quipped rifles and hollow point 22 
caliber ammunition were based on 
‘considerations that the former were 
unsporing when used for hunting. 
and the later were поте 

Now read the German firearms 
laws foryounelf eiterintheoriginal 
German exactly as they were publish- 
«а by the German goverment in the 
Reichtgeseablat or in the complete 
English translations which are 
provided here. If you want vo skip 
over most of heil gobbledygook 
and go directly to the most pertinent 


parcof de National Socialist Firearms. 
Law—the par penaining to the pur. 
‘chase, ownership, and carrying of 
Firearms by privat citizens tum to 
page 35 (Pan ofthe Law) Note, as 
Already mentioned above, that wo 
Separate and distinct types of permits 
are referred 10. a Weapons Acquis 
tion Permit (Waffenerwerbschein). 








fun. and а Weapons Permit (Waf. 
— required for carrying any 
firearm in public. Interestingly 
enough, ay ako mentioned above, 4 
‘han icense could take the placc o 
on ese permis 

When you have read the two laws 
reproduced here, you wil understand 
{hart was Hiler s enemies, no Ни 
Jet who shouldbe compared wid the 
— advocates n America 
тозу Then a now it was ihe Jews, 
not the National Socialists, who 
ames me people's right of self. 
delete пей You will under 
‘and hal hoe who continue wo make 
{he claim hat Hier was a gun grab- 
ter are eter ignorant or dishonest 
And you wil understand Bia i was 
not unit 1945, when the communist 
dand democrat vions ofthe Second 
World War ad installed occupation 
goverment 10 le over he con 
perc Germans that German circ 
‘wee finaly and completely denig 
— * 
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Firearms and Ammunition Act 


April 12, 1928 
The Reichstag has passed the folowing Act, herewth announced with the agreement of 
the Reich Counci: 


Part! 
General 
я 

(1) Inthe context of this Act, firearms are weapons which operate on the principle of a bullet 
ora load of shot being forced through a barrel by means of the generation of explosivo gases 
‘or compressed air 

(2) In tha context of this Act, ammunition includes ready-to-use ammunition for firearms as. 
well as gunpowder of all kinds. 

(3) Finished or prefabricated essential components of firearms or ammunition are con- 
sidered to bo equivalent to finished objects of this kind, 








Part ll 
Manufacture of Firearms and Ammunition 


га 

(1) Anyone who manutactures, modifies or repairs firearms or ammunition on a professional. 
basis must obtain a permit. The retiling of cartridges is considered to be equivalent to the 
manufacture о! ammunition. 

(2) The issuance as well as the revocation of a permit may по! be made dependent on a 
determination of an applicant's need for the репти. 

(3) With respect to the construction of gunpowder factories or other facilities for the 
manufacture of ammunition, a permit in accordance with $16 of the Trading Regulations for 
the German Reich remains mandatory. 


53 

‘The order by means of which a manufacturer's permit is denied or revoked may be appealed 
in accordance with the regulations governing protests against police orders, as these regula- 
tions are set out in the legal codes of the German Lands. In cases where these regulations 
do not provide for proceedings in Administrative Court, or do not admit such proceedings in 


i3 


tho case in question, the regulations set out іп $820 and 21 of the Trading Regulations юг 
id 


84 

ıa permit has been conclusively denied ог revoked, a new application for a permit may be 
filed only ater at least three years have passed since the conclusive decision was made 
known. 





Part lll 
Dealing in Firearms and Ammunition 
$5 
(1) Anyone who, on a professional basis, purchases, offers for sale, or otherwise provides 


to others, either firearms or ammunition, or acts as mediator in the purchase or provision of 
‘such items, or offers his services to effect their purchase ar provision, requires а perm: to do 





ES 
(2) The regulations of § 2 Section 2 and §§ 3, 4 apply as appropriate. 
56 
А permit in accordance with $ 5 may not be issued to 
1. junk dealers, 
2. persons specified in 616 Section 1 Clause 2; exceptions may be made in accordance 
with 616 Section 3. 
” 


(1) Dealing in firearms is prohibited 
1. to travelling vendors, 
2. at festivals, events featuring shooting competitions, and fairs, with the exception ot 
trade fairs. 
(2) The selling and provision of ammunition required at shooting competitions is exempted 
from the regulations of Section 1 No. 2. 
58 
Public and private pawn shops are not permitted to lend money on firearms and ammunition 
ә 
(1) Beginning six months ater this Act comes into force, only such firearms as bear the 
name or registered trademark of the manufacturing frm or the dealer (85) and which bear a 
serial number may be professionally sold or provided to others within Germany. 
(2) Firearms not identified by the name or registered trademark of a domestic manufacturer 
must be marked with а manufacturing number and the name or registered trademark of a 
domestic dealer. 


Ра 
Purchase, Carrying, Importation and Ownership 
of Firearms and Ammunition 
$10 

(1) Firearms or ammunition may be provided or purchased only on submission of a Weapons. 
от Ammunition Acquisition Permit issued by the appropriate authorities. 

(2) The acquistion permit is valid for the perod of ore year from the date of issue, provided 
that a shorter period of validity has not been specified on i. 

(3) Section 1 does not apply to: 

1. the provision of firearms or ammunition at shooting booths or ranges licensed by the 


Police, where the firearms and ammunition are to be used on-site only; 
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2. the export о! firearms or ammunition directly cut of the country. in the context of the 
present regulation, this includes the following 
2 а) the customs zones, with the exception of Helgoland and the customs zones of 

дө! 





b) the foren trade zones, 
с) the trado zone of Lübeck; 

3. the conveyance о! firearms and ammunition by persons who, as part of their 
profession, arrange for or conduct the transport of goods, partculary by haulers, carriers, 
‘ocean shipping agents, the Postal Service, or the Railway. 

git 

The following do not require 2 Weapons or Ammunition Acquisition Permit 

1. authorities of the Reich or the Lands as well as the German Reich Railway Associaton: 

2 community authorities whom the highest authorty of neir Land has granted the right of 
acquisition without an Acquisition Permit; 

3. the professionals эресїһе in §5 who are officially iconsed 

812 

Holders of Weapons Permits со not require Weapons Acquisition Permits for weapons 
included in the scope of Ihe Weapons Permits. 

өз 

Holdars of Weapons Acquisition Permis or Weapons Permits do not require Ammunition 
Acquisition Permits to acquire the ammunition needed for the weapons in question. 

ga 

Anyone who acquires firearms or ammunition by inheritance must report this to the proper 
authorities within six weeks of the date of acquisition. This report must detail the kind and 
number of firearms and ammunition. and—in the case of gunpowder—tne weight. 

815 

(1) Anyone who carries a firearm outside his home, his place of business. or his fenced-in. 
property must carry an official permit (Weapons Permit) on his person. "Carrying a firearm" 
does not include its use on shooting ranges officially icensed by the police. 

(2) Provided that из validity is not expressly restricted to a smaller area, the Weapons Permit 
is vaid throughout the Reich proper. Through an appropriate notation on the permit, the right 
to сапу a firearm can be restricted to сепа! clearly specified occasions and locations, 

(3) A Weapons Permit is valid for a period of one year from the date of issue, provided that 
a shorter period is not specited. 

$16 

(1) Weapons (Ammunition) Acquisition Permits may only be issued to persons whose 
trustworthiness is not in question: further, Weapons Permits may only be issued on proven 
need. In particular, permits тау not be issued to 

1. persons under the age of 20 years; 

2 legally incapacitated or mertaliy inferior persons; 

3. Gypsies or vagabond persons: 

4. persons who have been legally sentenced to a term of imprisonment о! more than 
twoweeks for violations of 6561. 83 10 90, 105, 106, 107. 107a, 110 to 120, 122. 123 Section 
2, 8512410 130, 1814, 211 10 216, 223 to 228, 240, 241, 243, 244, 249 to 255, 292 to 294, 
296, 340, 361 Nos. 3, 4, 5 and 10 of the Penal Code, of $148 of the Federal Customs 
Regulation of July 1, 1869 (Federal Law Gazette p. 317), of the ам against the criminal and 
dangerous use of explosives, June 9, 1884 (Law Gazette of the Reich p. 61), of the Ordinance 
of the Council of People's Representatives regarding the possession of weapons, January 13, 
1919 (Law Gazette of the Reich p. 31, 122), of the law regarding the disarming of the people, 
‘August 7, 1920 (Law Gazette of the Reich p. 1553), of 661. 2, 4 t0 7, No. 3, §19 of the Law 
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for the Protection ot the Republic, July 21, 1922 (Law Gazette of the Reich I, p. 585). or of the 
stipulations of the present Act--proviaed that five years have not yet passed since the 
sentence was served, lapsed, or was remitted; tthe sentence was remitted after a probationary 
period. the term of five years is calculated trom the start of the probationary period; 

5. persons under mandatory police supervision or who have been relieved of their смі 
rights—for as long as these remain under mandatory police supervision or remain stripped of 
their civil rights; 

(2) The highest authorities of the Lands may decree that violations of state [Land] penal 
codes are to be considered equivalent to violations against the federal [Reich] laws set out in 
Section 1 No. 4. 

(3) Exceptions to Section ! Nos. 1, 3 and 4 may be granted on request by the relevant 
authorities. 





gi 

(1) Persons to whom a Weapons (Ammunition) Acquisition Permit or a Weapons Permit 
тау not bo issued, in accordance with $16 Secton 1 Nos. 1 10 5, are also not permitted to 
possess firearms or ammunition, unless an exception has been granted under 616 Section 
3 


(2) Persons who are not еліге to the possession of firearms or ammunition shall without 
delay hand in any frearms or ammunition in their possession to the appropriate authorities for 
safekeeping: they shall be given a written acknowledgement of receipt I! a person to whom 
this regulation applies has a legal representative, the responsibilty to comply rests with the 
representative. If this person or his legal representative does not ensure that the firearms and 
ammunition become available to a person entitled to their possession in the spirit of the present 
law by relinquishing to such a person the right to claim retur of the tems in question, the 
authorities responsible can require that ownership of the firearms and ammunition be trans 
ferred to themselves [the authorties) instead, in return for the payment of their market value. 
Transfer of ownership is effected by means of notice being given. An appeal against the 
determined market value may be addressed to the supervisory authority within two weeks; 
recourse to legal action is not an option. 

(3) Tho authorities responsible may, in exceptional cases, permit persons obliged by law to 
hand in their firearms and ammunition to retain possession of these items if the facts of the 
individual case guarantee that the objects wil not be misused; such permission can be 
withdrawn at any time. 











$18 
(1) The Weapons (Ammunition) Acquisition Permit is to be revoked and confiscated by the 
authorities responsible it the prorequisites for its issue are not met, or are no longer met. 
(2) In the case of revocation of a permit, the authorities responsible may demand that the 
firearms and ammunition be turned in at the same time. The stipulations o! 617 Section 2 
apply as appropriate. 





g9 
(1) With respect to the firearms or ammunition provided to them in the line of duty, the 
following persons do not require a Weapons (Ammunition) Acquisition Perm 

1. members of the German Wehrmacht, police officials in the service of the Reich or 
the Lands, as well as border patrol and customs investigation oficials employed with the 
Financial Administration of the Reich; 

2. government oficials or employees whom the Reich or Land authorties responsible 
have granted the right to сату firearms at specifically defined instances in the ine of duly, or 
towhom this rightis granted by legal provisions, In such cases, the Weapons Permit is replaced 
by an appropriate license or certificate, issued by the вирепог or supervisory authority 
4 (@ tt firearms or ammunition are not officially provided to persons specified in Section 1, or 
it firearms other than those officially supplied are required, the superior or supervisory 
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departments are authorized to issue certificates entiting these persons to purchase or carry 
a firearm, 
520 
(1) Ifthe legal provisions of a Land admit the levying of fees for issuing Weapons Acquisition 
Permits or Weapons Permits, the amount of these fees will be determined by the guidelines 
зе! jointly by the government of the Reich and the Reich Council. 
(2) No fees are to be levied for issuing an Ammunition Acquisition Permit, 
E 
(1) An annual hunting license issued by a German Land authorizes its owner, throughout 
the German Reich and for the period of the permit's validity, to acquire hunting weapons and 
handguns to the number indicated on the license, as well as to acquire ammunition for these 
hunting weapons and handguns. 
(2) А hunting license issued by a German Land authorizes its owner, throughout the German 
Reich and for the period of the permits validity. to carry hunting weapons on occasions of 
hurting, game protection anc shooting practice, as well as on the return trips involved in these 


activities. А hunting license authorizes the carrying of a handgun in the same scope and 
manner. 





бо? 

(1) Importation ol firearms or ammunition is permitted only with а Weapons (Ammunition) 
Acquisition Permit (810), a Weapons Permit ($15) ога hunting license (621). and only to the 
'extont to which these permits authorize the acquisition of firearms or ammunition. 


(2) This regulation does not apply to importation by the authorities апа professionals 
specified in 611 





$23 

(1) Official authorization is required for the possession of weapons or ammunition stores 
(Section 2) not belonging to a professional enterprise sanctioned by this Act (662. 5) and not 
in the possession of one o! the authorities set out іп 611 Nos. 1 and 2. Only such persons. 
‘whose trustworthiness is in no way in question may be authorized. 816 Section 1 Clause 2, 
Sections 2 and 3 apply as appropriate to the granting of Such authorization; 6617, 18 apply 
as appropriate to its revocation. 

(2) A weapons store is defined as a stock of more than five firearms of one and the same 
kind, an ammunition store as a stock of more than one hundred cartridges. For hunting 
weapons, a weapons store is defined as a stock of more than ten hunting weapons, an 
ammunition store as a stock of more than one thousand hunting cartridges. 

524 

(1) Manufacturing, dealing. importation, carrying, or possession of firearms which have been 
specially designed to be rapidly disassembled beyond the measure usual for hunting and 
‘Sports purposes, or which are concealed in canes, umbrellas, piping or in similar ways 
(So-called poachers’ guns) is prohibited 

(2) Further, manutacturing, dealing, importation, carrying, or possession of firearms 
‘equipped with a device to silence the report of a shot, or with rifle spotlights, is prohibited. This 
ban also extends to these modifying devices in and о! themselves. With respect to the 
manufacture of such weapons or devices for export purposes, exceptions may be granted 
upon request 





Part V 
Penal Laws 
$25 
(1) Anyone who, in deliberate or negligent violation of the present law, 


7 


1. manufactures, modifies, repairs, lends money on, acquires, offers for sale, makes 
available to others, mediates in the acquisition ог making available to others, imports ог 
possesses weapons, ammunition or the devices described in 824 Section 2, 

2. carries firearms, or 

3, falls to file, or lo file in time, the notice which i is incumbent upor him to file in 
accordance with $14, 
will be penalized with up to three years’ imprisonment and/or a monetary fne. 

(2) Over and above this penalty, the weapons, ammuniton or devices to which the 
punishable act in question relates may be confiscated regardless of whether they belong to 
tne offender or not. I! no specific individual/s can be prosecuted от convicted, confiscation of 
the weapons, ammunition or devices may be carried out without these concomitants, 

526 

Anyone who, deliberately or through negligence. fails to prevent a person under the age of 
twenty years, who is a member ot his household and subject to his supervision, from violating 
the present Ас by manufacturing, modifying, repairing, lending money on. acquiring, offering 
for sale, making available to others, mediating in Іле acquisition or the making available to 
others, importing of possession of firearms, ammunition orthe devices speciiedin 824 Section 
2, or by carrying firearms, will be penalized in accordance with 825 of the present Act. 

627 

(1) A monetary fine of up to one hundred and fifty Reichsmark or a term of imprisonment 
applies to anyone who deliberately or through negligence violates the juridical stipulations for 
the enforcement ( 828) of the present Act 

(2) Anyone who deliberately violates the regulations set out in Section 1 after having been 
twice previously convicted for deliberate or negigent violation of the same will be penalized 
with a term of up to one year in prison and/or a monetary fine. This regulation does not apply 
if more than three years have passed since the last conviction prior to commission of the new 
offence. 


Part VI 


Final and Interim Regulations 
$28 
To regulations required for the enforcement of this Act wi! be issued by the government 
of the Reich. with the agreement of the Resch Council In particular, the government of the 
Reich may issue regulations pertaining to the manufacture of firearms and ammunition, to 
dealing in such objects, and to the conduct of business, especially records-keeping, by such 
professionals as are set out т 52. 5. Further, 4 may admit of exceptions to the regulations 
of the present Act which govern certain kinds ol firearms or ammunition, 
$29 
(1) The individual Lands may not impose farther-reaching restrictions to the manufacture, 
dealing, acquisition, carrying and possession of firearms and ammunition. This also goes for 
gue firearms and ammunition for wich exceptions are permitted in accordance wiih 626 
lause 3. 
(2) Any restrictions of the kind specified in Section 1 which are in effect at the present time 
will cease to be in force at most six montns after the present law takes effect 
530 
(1) Anyone who, at the ime this law takes effect, carries on business activities which require 
а рет in accordance with the present Ac ($82, 5), ог who possesses a weapons or 
ammunition store requiring а perm: in accordance with’ $23, must apply for а permit within 
опе month trom the date on which this law lakes eflect. 
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(2) Acriminaloffence as detailedin $ 25 Secton 1 No. 1 occurs if one month lapses following 
the coming into force of the present law, or, i a permit was applied for within this period, at 
the end of one month after this permit was definitely refused, 
531 
In the case of persons who, at the time this law takes effect, possess firearms or ammunition 
without being entitled to such possession under the present law, а punishable act in accord 
ance with 825 Section 1 No. 1 occurs six weeks after this law has taken effect. 


$32 

The manufacturing and trading enterprises specified in §§ 2, 5 are subject to the usual 
trading regulations insofar as no special regulations have been set out in the present Act. 

633 

‘The stipulations ofthe law governing the peace agreement between Germany and tho Allied 
and Associated Powers, July 16, 1919 (Law Gazette ot the Reich p. 687), as well as the juridical 
regulations and orders issued for its implementation by the government of the Reich, remain 
unaffected by the present Act 


$34 
(1) This law will take effect on October 1, 1928. At the same time, the Ordinance issued by 
the Council о! People's Representatives on January 13, 1919, (Law Gazette of the Reich p. 
31, 122) is repealed. 
(2) With the exception of hunting licenses, the permits issued uncer regulations heretofore 
in effect and which authorize the acquisition of frearms or ammunition or the possession of 
firearms become invalid not later than six months after the present law takes effect. 





Berlin, April 12, 1928 


President of the Reich 
von Hindenburg 


Reich Minister of Domestic Affairs 
von Keudell 
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Firearms Act 


March 18, 1938 
The gevernment of the Reich has passed the following Act, announced herewith: 


Part! 
General 
б 
(1) In the context ol this Act, firearms are weapons which operate on the principle of a solid 
оооу being forced through a barrel by means of gas or air pressure. 


(2) In the context of this Act, ammunition includes ready-to-use ammunition for firearms as 
"well as gunpowder of all kinds. 


(3) Finished or prefabricated essential components ot firearms or ammunition are equivalent 
to finshed firearms or finished ammunition. 








g 
Inthe context ofthis Act, cutting or thrusting weapons are weapons which are by their nature 
intended to inflict injury through cutting, thrusting or stabbing. 


Part it 
Manufacture of Firearms and Ammunition 
$3 

(1) Anyone who manufactures, modites ог repairs firearms or ammunition ona professional 
basis must obtain a permit. The refilling of cartridge cases is equivalent to the manufacture of 
ammunition 

(2) A permit may only be issued if the applicant is a German citizen with a fixed place of 
residence within the terrtoy of the Reich 

(3) The Reich Minister ot Domestic Afairs. in agreement with the Reich Ministers concerned, 
may admit of exceptions to the provisions ol Section 2 

(4) Further, a permit may only be issued it the applicant and the persons participating in the 
technical direction of his business evidence the personal trustworthiness requisite for the 
‘conduct of such business, and it the applicant or the person participating in the technical 
direction of his trade possesses the requisite professional qualifications. 
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(6) A permit may notbo issued the appicant and the persons participating inthe technical 
 diredion of ^is business, or one ol the above, is a Jew. 


(1) Onissuing a permit, a period of up to one year may be set within which operation must 
be begun, in dofauitof which tne permit expires. I! no period s specified, the permit expires it 
‘operation is not begun within one year from the date of issue. Deadlines may be extended if 
good reason exists for doing 50. 

(2) Further, ће permit expires if he manulacturer has not practised his craft for one year 
without having been granted an extension beyond that period, within which operations must 
be resumed. This period may be no more than one year; А may be extended # good reason 
‘exists for doing so. 

{3) The manufacturer must fie a written advisory notice within one week of commencing or 
ceasing operations. 








(1) The manufacturer's permit is to be revoked f the manufacturer or the business manager 
as a person no longer fulfils the requirements for he issuance of the permit. 

(2) На permit is to be revoked, the conduct of operations may be temporarily suspended 
with immediate affect. This moasuro ceases to be in force if a request for revocation is not 
submitted withinone weekto the proper authorities, which decide onthe temporary suspension 
of the ретти; this decision may not be appealed. 





$6 
If the permit has been denied or revoked, a new permit may be issued within the period of 
two years oniy if special circumstances justly such a measure. 


Рап Ш 
Dealing in Weapons and Ammunition 
$7 
(з) Anyone who, on a professional basis, purchases, offers for sale, or otherwise provides 
to others, either firearms cr ammuntion, or wro, on a professiona basis, acts as mediator in 
the purchase or provision ot such items, or who, on a professional basis, offers his services 
to effect ther purchase or provision, requires a permit lo do so. 
(2) The regulations set out 115 3 Sections 210 5 and $$ 4 6 apply as appropriate. 
3) A permit issued in accordance with 6 3 Section 1 also inciudes in 1% scope the 
professional purchasing, seling or provision 0 Others, of firearms and ammunition, 
ба 
А permit in accordance with 6 7 may not be issued to unk dealers. 
9 
(1) Dealing in firearms, ammurition, and cutting and thrusting weapons is prohibited: 
1.10 traolling vendors; 
2. at festivals, everis featuring shooting competitions, 
каде fais. 
(2) The sting andprovisionof ammunition required at shooting booths or ranges at shooting 
competitions is exempted trom the regulation of Secion 1 Ciause 2. 
фо 
(1) Firearms which are sold or provided to omers on a professional basis must be identified 
by the manufacturer's company name and with a production serial number. 
(2) Firearms not identified by the name of a domestic manufacturer must be marked with 
the registered trademark of a domestic dealer, in addition to being identified with the data 
specified in Section 1. 
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Part IV 
Purchase, Carrying, Ownership and Import 
of Weapons and Ammunition 
git 

(1) Handguns may be provided or purchased only on submission of a Weapons Acquisition 
Permit 

(2) The Weapons Acquisition Permit is valid for one year trom the date of issue. 

(3) Section 1 does not apply to: 

а) the provision of handguns at shooting booths or ranges licensed by the police, where 
the handguns are to be used on-site only: 

b) the direct export of handguns out ot the county: 

с) the conveyance of handguns by persons who on a professional basis arrange or 
conduct the transport of goods, particularly by haulers, carriers, ocean shipping agents, the 
German Reich Postal Service, or the German Reich Railway; 

d) acquisition by inheritance. 

$12 

А Weapons Acquisition Permit is not requred for. 

1. authonties of the Reich or the Lands (states), the Reich Railway, and Operation 
"Reichsautobahnen" [faderat highways]; 

2. communities (community associations) whom tho highest authorities of tneir Land have 
given permission to obtain weapons without a Weapons Acquisition Permit: 

3. the departments of the National Socialist German Workers’ Party and its subdivisions, as 
determined by the Führer's Second-in-Command; 

4. the departments of the Ant-Aicraft Defense and the National Socialist Flier Corps, as 
determined by the Reich Minister of Aviation; 

5 the departments of Technical Emergency Assistance, as determined bythe Reich Minister 
ot Domestic Affairs: 

& the manufacturers and dealers set out in $$ 3, 7 who ave officially licensed: 

7. holders of weapons permits and annual hunting licenses. 

sia 

(1) Firearms and ammurition as well as cuting and thrusting weapons may not be sold to 
minors urder the age о! 18. 

(2) An appropriate government authority may admit of exceptions. 

814 

(1) Anyone who carries a firearm on his person outside his place o! residence, service, or 
business, or his fanced-in property must carry a Weapons Permit on his person. "Carrying а 
firearm” does not apply to ring ranges authorized by the police. 

(2) Provided thats validity is not expressly restricted oa smaller area, the Weapons Permit 
is valid throughout the Reich proper. Is validity can be restricted 10 specify dearly defined 
‘occasions or areas. 

(8) A Weapons Permit is valid for a period of three years from tho date of issue, provided 
that a shorter period is not specified 














B 
(1) Weapons Acquisition Permits or Weapons Permits пау only be issued to persons whose 
‘trustworthiness is not in question and who can prove a need for a permit. 
(2) In particular, permits may not be issued to: 
1. persons under the age of 18 years; 
2. legatty incapacitated or mentally inferior persons; 
З. Gypsies or vagabond persons; 
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4. persons under mandatory police supervision or who have been relieved of their civi 
rights—for as ong as these remain under mandatory police supervision or remain stripped of 
thelr civil rights: 

5. persons oonvicted of treason or high reason, or with respect to whom known tacts 
мену the assumption that they are engaged in activities hostile to the state: 

6. persons who. for a deliberate assault оп the Ме or well-being of others, for breach 
о! the peace or for trespass, for resistance о the authority of the state, for а criminal offense 
ог misdemeanor, or a criminal offence against property, for a hunting violation, or for a fishing 
Violation, were legally sentenced to a term of imprisonment of more than two weeks, f three 
years have not yet passed since the term of imprisonment. Serving the sentence is equivalent 
10 its lapse, its remission, or ts commutation to a monetary fine; in this case, the three-year- 
period begins on the date of the sentence's lapse, remission. of commutation to a monetary 
fine. If the penalty is entirely or partially remitted after a period of probaton, the probationary 
period is credited towards the three-year period. 

(3) Exceptions to Section 2 Clauses 1 and 6 may be granted upon application. 

96 

The issue of Weapons Acquisition Permits or Weapons Permits entails fees to be levied in 

accordance with speciis to be set out by the Enforcement Ordinance. 
817 

Tho Weapons Acquistion Permit or Weapons Permit is to be revoked and confiscated if the 
prerequisites for its issue are not met, or are no longer met. 

$n 

Wilh respect to tho firearms provided to them in the line of duty, ne following persons do 
not require Weapons Acquisition Permits or Weapons Permits 

1. members of the Wehrmactt: 

2 police offers, including railway police officers, members of the railway security service, 
and members of the postal Security service; 

3. members oi the SS Task Force and the SS Death's Head Corps: 

4. officials of the penal institutions of the Reich Department of Justice; 

5. those officiais of the Reich Department of Revenue who are employed in border 
supervision, border clearance, and customs investigation services; 

€ those officals of Operation "Reichsautobahnen” whose duties include the monitoring of 
roads and highways; 

7. those officiais and employees serving in forest, еа and game protection who have either 
‘sworn an oath of service or who, due to juridical stipulations, are bound by oath or ага oficial 
certified as authorities of forest field and game protection, as well as fishery officials and ће 
officially certified Supervisor oi Fisheries, 








R3 
(1) Further, with respect to the firearms provided to them in the line ot duty, the following 
persons do not require Weapons Acquisition Permits or Weapons Permits: 

1. those persons in the service of the Reich, the Lands, the Bank ot the Reich, and 
‘Operation "Reichsautobabnen," to whom the appropriate Reich or Land authorities, the Bank 
‘of the Reich, or the "Reichsautobahnen" have granted the right to bear frearms; 

2. Unterführer of the National Socialist Workers’ Panty from the rank of Ortsgruppen- 
leiter up. the SA, the SS, the National Socialist Motorized Corps from the rank of Sturmfünrer 
up, ев well as the Hitler Youth from the rank of Banntuhrer up, to whom the Führers 
Second-in-Command or ar authority appointed by him have granted the right to bear firearms; 
also, the members of the SA guard group Feldherrnhalle, in such cases as the Führer decrees: 

3, Führer of Technical Emergency Assistance to whom tho Reich Minister of Domestic 
Affairs has granted the right to сату firearms; 
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4, members of the Anti-Aircraht Defense Service to whom the Reich Minister of Aviation 
or the agency determined by him has granted the right to carry firearms. The Reich Minister 
of Aviation and the Reich Minister of Domestic Affairs together decide to which groups of 
persons this right applies: 

5. Führer of the National Socialist Fliers’ Corps, from the ranks of Sturmführer and 
independent Truppführer up. as well as independent heads of schools to whom the Reich 
Minister of Aviation or the agency determined by him has granted the right to carry firearms, 

(2) Inthese cases, the Weapons Permitis replaced by an appropriate cetificate, tobe issued 
to persons coming under Section 1 Nos. 1, 3 to 5 by their superior or supervisory department 
and to persons coming under Section 1 No. 2 by the Fünrer's Second-in-Command or by the 
agency determined by him. 


520 

И firearms are not officially provided to persons coming under 6618, 19, or if weapons other 
than those official y supplied are required, the superior or supervisory department or, for 
persons coming under 819 Section 1 No. 2, the Führers Second-in-Command or the agency 
determined by him, are authorized to issue certificates entiting these persons to purchase or 
сату a firearm, 








gn 
A hunting license authorizes ils bearer to carry hunting weapons and handguns, 


(1) The acquisition of weapons of war is permitted only with the authorization of the 
Wehrmacht Supreme Command or the agencies determined by t. 

(2) The term "weapons of жаг refers to all equipment as defined by the regulations of 
November 6, 1935, governing the export and import of weapons of war (Law Gazette of the 
Reich I, p. 1337). 

боз 
(1) In individual cases. a person who has engaged in activities hostile to the stato, or who 
xpected 10 pose a danger to pubic safety, may be prohibited trom acquiring 
‘and carrying firearms and ammunition as well as cutting and thrusting weapon 
pons and ammunition in the possession of persons to whom this prohibition hi 
been applied are to be confiscated without compensation. 
$24 

(1) Importing frearms and ammunition through customs requires a permit. This pormitis to 
be denied if there are doubts as to the trustworthiness of the importer. The regulations of $15 
Section 2, 3 and 817 apply analogously to the issuance and revocation of this permit. 

(2) Section 1 does not apply to import by authorities of the Reich or the Lands, nor does it 
apply to manufacturers and dealers in accordance with 563, 7, who are officially licensed. 

(3) The regulations of November 6, 1935, regarding the export and import of weapons of 
war (Law Gazette of the Reich I, p. 1337) are not affected. 

(4) In the customs and foreign trade zones, firearms and ammunition are governed by 
regulations to be issued jointly by the Reich Minister of Finance and the Reich Minister of 
Domestic Affairs. 

$25 


(1) Manufacture, trade, carrying, possession and import of the folowing are prohibited: 

1. firearms specialy designed to be folded, collapsed, shortened, or rapidly disas- 
sembled beyond the measure usual for hurting and sports purposes, or which are concealed 
in canes, umbrellas, piping or in similar ways; 

2. firearms equipped with a device to silence the report of a shot, or with nile spotlights: 
this ban also extends to these modifying devices in and of themselves; 
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3. cantidges of caliber 22, short, long, or long rife (small caliber cartridges) with 
noltow-point bullets (bulets with pierced or notched tips). 

(2) For export purposes, the manufacture, rade anc possession of the firearms, devices 
and carridges specced in Section 1 may be permitted. 


Part V 
Penal Laws 


ув 
(1) Anyone who 

T manufactures, modites, repairs, acquires, offors for sale, makes availabe to others, 
possesses or imports weapons, ammuniton or the devices described in §25 Section 1 No. 2 
mediates in tno acquisition or making available of such objects, ог offers his services towards 
the end of thei acquisition or making available, or who 

2. caries irearms 
in deliberate or negigent violation of te present taw, wil be penalized with upto three years’ 
imprisonment and or a monetary fne. 

(2) Over and above this perally, the weapons, ammunition or devices to which the 
punishable ао in questan relates may be confiscated regardless of whether they bolong to 
the offender or not. If no specifc individuals can be prosecuted or convicted, confscaton may 
be carried out without these concomitant И the prerequisites for such a measure exist 

627 

(1) A monetary fine of up to one hundred and tity Reichsmark or a term of imprisonment 

apples to anyone who 

1. deliberately or trough negigence ів to f 
notice required under $4 Section 3, 

2. deliberately or through negligence violates tno јохса! stipulations fer the enlerce- 
ment or supplementation ( $24 Section 4, $31) of the present Act. 

(2) Anyone who de!beraiely violates the regulations set outin Section 1 No. 2 айг having 
been twice previously convicted for deliberate or negligent Violation ol ine same will be 
punished with aterm of up to one year in prison andior a monetary fine. This regulation does 
not apply if more than three years have passed since the last conviction prior to commission 
ofthe new offence. 














or to tile n time, the written advisory 


Part VI 
Final and Interim Regulations. 
928 
The manufacturing and trading enterprises specifed in $83, 7 are subject to the usual trading 
regulations insofar as no specal regulatons have been Set out in the present Act. 
§29 
(1) Anyone who is already licensed to carry on any of the endeavors specified in 66 3. 7 
wher the present law comes into forca does rot need to obtain a new permit. However, the 
prior license, issued in accordance wih the Firearms and Ammunitions Act о! April 12, 1928 
(Law Gazette of the Reich |, p. 143) is to be revoked by March 31, 1939 if the prerequisites 
set outin $3 Sections 2 to 5 are not met atthis time. Weapons manufacturers are not required 
to provide proof of their professional qualifications it, at the timo tne present law comes into 
force, they have practiced their crat for five years witout interruption. Further, licenses for 
the trade in firearms and ammunition issued in accordance with 65 of the Firearms and 
 Ammunitons Act may be revoked if there is no local requirement for maintaining this license. 
(2) If a manufacturer or dealer has not required a permit o date because the firearms or 
ammunition in question did not come under the Firearms and Ammuntions Act of April 12, 
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1928, (Law Gazette of the Reich I, p. 143). then, if hese firearms or ammunition are subject 
to the present Act, а permit such as required by $$3, 7 must be applied for within a period of 
one month after trs law comes into force. 

(3) If Section 2 apples, a criminal offence as detailed in $26 Section 1 No. 1 occurs if one 
month lapses following the coming into force of the present law, or, if a permit was applied for 
within this period, at the end of one month ater this permit was definitely refused. 


$20 

(1) Firearms which do not bear the identifying markings stipulated in 610 may stil be 
professionally sold or made avaiable to others for the period of one year after tris law comes 
nto force, provided that their identifying markings meet the requirements set out in 69 of the 
Firearms and Ammunitions Act of Apri 12, 1928, (Law Gazette of tho Reich L p. 143) rif hey. 
were not addressed by these regulations. 

(2) For firearms which were not addressed by the Firearms and Ammunitions Act of April 
12, 1928, (Law Gazette of the Reich 1, p. 143) and whose manufacturer can no longer be 
delermined, has ceased to exist, or ceases to exist within one year ater the present aw comes 
into force, the identifying markings stipulated by 610 of the present Act may be substituted 
with identification consisting of the business name or registered trademark of a domestic 
dealer, inscribed on the firearm. 








531 

The Reich Minister of Domestic Affairs will enact the juridical and administrative regulations. 
required for tho enforcement and supplementation of the present Act. He has the power to 
admit of exceptions to the present Act for certain kinds of weapons or ammunition, 

$32 

Farther-reaching restrictions issued by individual Lands to govern the manufacture, trading, 
‘acquisition, carrying ог possession о! cutting and thrusting weapons wil cease to be іп effec 
at most six months after the present law comes into force, excep! insofar as they pertain to 
Gypsies or vagabond persons. 






(1) The 
(2) Attn 
з}; he Firearms and Ammunitons Act ot Apr 12, 1928, Law Gazeo of he Reich Lp. 
143); 

2, the regulations for the implementation of the Firearms and Ammunitions Act, of July 
13. 1928, (Law Gazette of the Reich I, р. 198), version of the decree of June 2, 1932, (Law 
Gazette of the Reich |, p. 253); 

3. the Weapons Abuse Act of March 28, 1931, (Law Gazette of the Reich |, p. 77), 
version of §10 of the Reich President's decree regarding the Preservation of Domestic Order, 
December 19, 1932, (Law Gazette of the Reich I. p. 548); 

4. Chapter | (Measures against Weapons Abuse] of Part 8 of the Reich President's 
Fourth Decree regarding the Safeguarding ofthe Economy and Finances andthe Preservation 
of Domestic Order, December 8, 1931, (Law Gazette o! the Reich |, pp. 699, 742); 

5. §56 Section 2 Clause 8 of tha Trading Regulations. 

(3) The right to introduce this Act in Austria is reserved. 


Berlin, March 18, 1938 


Führer and Chancellor of the Reich 
Adolf Hitior 


Reich Minister of Domestic Affairs 
Frick 
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Ordinance for the Enforcement of 
the Firearms Act 


March 19,1938 
In accordance with §31 о! the Firearms Act of March 18, 1938, (Law Gazette of the Reich I, 
р. 265), the following is decreed: 


Part! 
Gener: 
$ 
(1) In the context of this Ordinance, the "higher administrative authorities" are: in Prussia 
and Bavaria, the Chairman o! the Regional Counci (in Barin, the Сте! of Police); in Saxony, 
the District Captain; in the Saarland, the Reich Commissioner tor the Saarland; and otherwise 
‘the highest authority of a Land. 
(2) In the context of this Ordinance, the district police authorities are: the state police in 
communities under state police administration; elsewhere, 
city districts ` tho Mayo 
in county districts in Prussia, the District Councilor, in the other Lands, the correspond- 
ing authori 
[1 


(1) Decisions made by the administrative authorities on the basis of the Firearms Act may 
bo appealed within two weeks. Appeals may be addressed only to the immediately superior 
administrative authorities, whose decision is then final 

(2) Objections to decisions mado by the Berlin Спе! of Police in his capacity as local or 
district police authority may be registered as formal protest, not as appeal. The Chief of Police 
himself, his general representative, or a department chief of the police headquarters in Berlin 
may decide on the protest. 




















$3 
(1) In the context of $1 Section 3 of the Act, the following are deemed to be essent 
components 
а) lor firearms—barrel lock, revolving breech; 
b) lor ammunition—case, bullet. 
(2) In the context of 61 Section 3 of the Act, prefabriated essential components are only 
such objects, described in Section 1, which are in a sufficiently advanced state of manufacture 
iat they can Бе finished, and used in the assembly of ready-to-use firearms or ready-to-use 
ammunition, without any special tools or machinery. 





* 
Weapons operating on the principle of compressed air, and with a caliber о! 7 mm and less, 
aro not subject to the regulations of the Act, with the exception of §§9, 24 and 25. 


Part И 
Manufacture of Firearms and Ammunition, and Dealing in Such Objects 


$5 
Issuing and revoking a manufacturer's permit ($3 of the Act) is the responsibilty of the higher 
‘administrative authorities in whose district the manufacturer has established his facilities. 
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$5 
Issuing and revoking a dealership permit ($ 7 of the Act) is the responsibility of the district 
police authorities in whose district the dealer has established his facilities. 


$7 
Manufacturing and dealership permits may be restricted to specific kinds of frearms and 
‘ammunition, 
58 


(1) The personal trustworthiness require for persons engaging in manufacture or dealing 
(83 Section 4, $7 Section 2 of the Ас) is to be ascertained through an examination wih 
attention paid to the applicant's and the business managers’ entire past histories, 
(2) The mandatory personal trustworthiness is lacking particularly in persons who: 

1. are not legally capable of contracting or whose capability to contract is restricted; 

2 aro under mandatory police supervision or who have been relieved ol ther cvil ights 
—tor as long as they remain under mandatory police supervision or remain stripped of their 
civi rights; 

з have b 
jusity the assum 

4 fora del 





n convicted of reason or high treason, or with respect to whom known facts 
n that they are engaged in activities hostile to the state: 

rate assault on the Ме or well-being of others, for breach of the peace ог 
for trespass, for resistance to the authority of the state, for a criminal offence or misdemeanor, 
for a criminal offence motivated by а desire for material gain or directed against property, or 
for a hunting violation, were legally sentenced to a term of imprisonment of at least three 
months, if three years have not yet passed since the term of imprisonment. Serving the 
sentence is equivalent to its lapse, its remission. or ts commutation to a monetary fine; in this 
‘case, the three-year period begins on the date о! the sentence lapse, remission, or 
commutation to a monetary fine. If the penalty із entirely or partially remitted a 
probation, the probationary period is credited towards the three-year period. 


























(1) Professional qualifications tor т 
such persons who either have passed the examination for master craftsman's diploma for the 
стай practised, or for a related craft, or who are authorized to instruct apprentices in one of 
these crafts. Examinations recognized under 5133 Section 10 of the Trading Regulations are 
equivalent the exaninaton for master crafs mars loma The German Camber of Cras 
and Trade Convention decides which crats are considered to bo related in ho contest of this 

Ydinance. 

(2) Professional qualifications for manufacture are further held by such persons who can 
prove professionally qualified status through the completion of relevant studies at a post- 
Secondary institution or a state-accrecited technical college, or in person before an authority 
1o be determined by the Chamber of Commerce. The Reich Minister of Economic Affairs and 
the Reich Minister of Domestic Affairs will jointly decide on details of the professional 
Tequirements and the examination procedure. 

$10 

Foreign legal entities (corporate bodies) and legal entities whose capital is largely in foreign 

hands may not receive permission to engage in manufacture or dealership. 
s" 

Professional qualifications for dealership (87 Section 2 of the Act) are held only by such 
persons who have either, for a period of at least three years, been the proprietor of a place of 
business where firearms and ammunition were sold, or who were employed as salesperson, 
assistant or apprentice for a period of at least three years, or who can prove professional 
Qualifications before an authority to be determined by the Chamber of Commerce. The Reich 
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Minister of Economic Affairs and the Reich Minister of Domestic Affairs wit jointly decide on 
details ol tho prolessional requirements and the examination procedure. 
812 
Commencement or conclusion of business (64 Section 3 of tho Act) must be reported by a 
manufacturing firm to the higher administrative authorities and by a dealership to the district 
police authorities in whose district the manufacturer's or dealers faciliies are established 
бз 
Permission t» conduct manufacturing or trading activities is to be revoked (88 5, 7 Secion 
2 of the Act) i, t the time of issuing the perm, the issuing authorities were not aware that 
One of the reasons for denial set out in $3 Section 2 to 5 of the Act or in 88 Section 2 ol this 
Ordinance existed, ox if опе of these reasons for denial occurred subsequently. In the case of 
loss or diminution ofthe capability to contract (68 Secton 2 No, 1 ofthis Ordinance), the permit 
is to be revoked only И no acting representative is brought in, in accordance with $45 of the 
Trading Regulations 
ga 
Temporary denial of permission to сапу on the business in question (85 Section 2 of the 
Ach falis within the jurisdiction of the district police authorities іп the case о! manufacturing 
firms, the local роке authorities m the case of dealerships; these authorities are those in 
whose district the manufacturer's or dealers facilities are established 
gio 
(1) Anyone who manulactures firearms on a professional basis must көөр a Weapons 
Register showing the whereabouts of the froarms. The Weapons Regisiar is to be Set up as 
‘follows: 
aE | dm Ta 
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(2) Weapons of war are to be registered in a separate Weapons Register 

$16 
(1) Anyone who, on a professional basis, purchases handguns. offers such for salo or 
otherwise provides such to others, ог who, on a professional basis, acis as mediator in the 
purchase or provision ot such items. must Көөр a Weapons Dealership Register showing the 


origins ала whereabouts of the handguns. The Weapons Dealership Register is to be set up 
as follows: 
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(2) tt is the seller's responsibilty to make sure that the purchaser is authorized to acquire 
handguns. For this purpose, he must request the presentation of a Weapons Acquisition 
Permit, Weapons Permit or annual hunting license and record the kind, date and number of 
the permit in column 15 of the Weapons Dealership Register. И the purchaser is authorized 
to acquire handguns without a Weapons Acquisition Permit, then this must also be recorded 
in column 15 (e.g., Reich authority, weapons dealer). 
417 

In casos of professional mediation of purchase or the provision of handguns, the Weapons 

Dealership Register ($16) is to be set up as follows: 








Ta 
1 : | 


ga 

(1) Weapons Registers and Weapons Dealership Registers (6615 10 17) must be por- 
manently bound and marked with consecutive page numbers. Prior to being used, the local 
police authorities must certify the number of pages contained in it Entries in the register, once 
made. may neither be erased nor rendered ilogibie. All entes must be made in German, and 
writen in ink or ink pencil. On December 3151 of each year, as well as on transfer or closing 
ofthe business, the register must be dated and signed in such a way that ater and additional 
entries cannot be made. Within one month ater the start of the new calendar year or ater 
transter of the business. the book must be presented to the local police authorities for 
verification of closure, Stock remaining at the date of ciosure must be carried forward betoro 
new entries are made. The book is to be kept up-to-date at all times and to be made available, 
together with all required documentation, for inspection by the polico or its representative 
upon request 

(2) The dealer must retain the book lor a period often years from the dato of the last entry 
mado therein. If he dealer closes his business, he must submit his registers to the local police 
authorities tor safekeeping 

(3) The regulations set out in Sections 1 and 2 also go for the Weapons Register for weapons 
ot war, with the proviso that the function of the local police authorities is carried out by a Section 
‘of the Wehrmacht, to bo specified by the Wehrmacht Supreme Command, 

gie 

(1) In the context of $10 of the Act, "manufacturer" also includes anyone in Germany who 
professionally assembles firearms from parts manufactured by other domestic facil 

(2) I firearms are assembled in Germany proper from parts produced by foreign manufac 
turers, the weapons must bear the company name and manufacturing number of the foreign 
manufacturer who manufactured the gun barrel 

(3) The following are exempted trom 510 of the Act: 

1. muzzle-loading guns; 

2. files manutactured prior to and including tho year 1870; 

3. blank guns (weapons which cannot fre anything other than blank cartridges) 

2. gas, sedation and stun weapons (weapons intended for use with gas, sedation and 
stun cartridges), with а caliper of 12 mm or less, if they have been specially designed to таке 
the effective firing of bullet or shot cartridges impossible; 

5. set-gun or spring-gun devices; 

6. devices with which to sedate livestock. 
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Part Ш 
Purchase, Carrying, Ownership and Import. 
‘of Weapons and Ammunition 
520 

Weapons Acquistion Permits are not required for providing or for acquiring the following 
handguns: 

1. muzzie-toading pistols or revolvers: 

2. blank guns (weapors which cano! fire anything cther than blank cartridges); 

3. ges, sedation and stun weapons (weapons intended for use with gas, sedation and stun 
cartridges), with a caliber of 12 mm or less, if they have been specially designed to make the 
effective fring of bulet or shot cartridges impossible 

gn 

Inaccordance with $1! Section 3 Part b ol the Act, a Weapons Acquisition Permit need not 
be submitted for the direct export of handguns out of the country. In the context of this 
regulation, the folowing are also considered to be "out of the county” 

1. the customs zones, with the exception of Helgoland ard the customs zones of Bader 

2. the foreign trade zones, 

$22 


(1) No Weapons Perm is required to carry the following firearms: 
1. muzzle-oading weapons; 
2.the following breect-ioading weapons: 
а) riles manufactured prior to and including the year 1870; 
b) saloon riles: 
с) Flober rites íi.e., low-power, “indoor” target guns] with rifled barrels of 6 mm 
caliber and loss, as well as those with non-rilled barrels of 9 mm caliber and less; 
d) weapons of the kinds specified in 820 No. 2 and 2 o! this Ordinance. 
(2) Further, no Weapons Permit is required to carry segun or spring-gun devices and 
devices for sedating livestock. 
$23 


(1) Weapons Acquisition Permits and Weapons Permits are issued by the district police. 
authorites in whose distict te applicant permanently resides. In urgent cases, Ie &strict 
police authorities in whose district tne applicant is only temporarily resident ray also issue 
permits; these poice authorities must inform e district police authorities in whose district he 
applicant permanently resides tat the permit has been issued. 

(2) H ne applicants residence or fxed address is not located within the German Reich, 
issuing the petmt i the responsibity of the district police aulnortes in whose соно the 
applicant's place of residence ог entry is locates. 

(8) In the cases outined in Section 1 Clause 2 and Section 2, the permit is to be validated 
tor a maximum duration of three months 








$24 

The Weapons Acquisition Permits and the Weapons Permits are to be set up as shown in 
Enclosures Гала, attached. 

625 

(1) Anyone who, on the authority of a Weapons Acquisition Permit, hands a handgun over 
to another person. must record о the permi, in ink or ink pencil, the number, make/model, 
manufacturers rm or trademark, and manufacturing number of the handguns, as we! as the 
‘date on which the handguns were transferred. 

(2) The Acquisitions Porm is to be returned tothe purchaser if the number of weapons for 
which itis valid has not yet been reached. Otherwise, the seller must, within two weeks, hand 


“ 


the Acquisitions Permit in to the district police authorities in whose district he resides. It the 
‘seller is among the professionals specified in 563. 7 of the Act, then he is to collect and retain 
all Acquisitions Permits and hand them in at the end of each calendar month to the district 
police authorities in whose district his place of business is located. 

(3) The same process of permit collection and surrender applies to permits issued іп 
accordance with $20 of the Act, which authorize the acquisition of a handgun. 

626 

Licenses in accordance with $12 No. 6 and 624 Section 2 of the Act are issued by: for 
professionals specified in $3 of the Act, the higher administrative authorities (65 of 
Ordinance) for professionals specified іп 67 of the Act, the district police authorities (86 of 
this Ordinance), 
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Exceptions as specified іп 613 Section 2 of the Act are authorized by the district police 
authorities in whose district the minor is permanently resident. И he is only temporarily resident. 
in the German Reich, the exception is authorized by the district police authorities in whose 
district he is resident 

528 

Exceptions as specified in 515 Section 3 of tne Act are authorized by the higher administra- 
tive authorities in whose district the applicant is permanently resident. If he is only temporarily 
resident in the German Reich, the exception is authorized by the higher administrative 
authorities іп whose district he is resident, 


$29 
(1) The fees levied by a Land for the issuing of Weapons Acquisition Permits and Weapons 
Permits may not exceed 3 Reichsmark 
(2) For duplicates, only writing lees may be levied, 
$20 
Revocation and confiscation of Weapons Acquisition Permits and Weapons Permits 
responsibilty of the district police authorities in whose district the holder of the рег 
permanently resident. If he is only temporarily resident in the German Reich, thi 
responsibility of the district police authorities in whose district he is resident. 
53 
Licenses as specified in 620 of the Act are to be issued separately for 
Т. possession of a single firearm, 
2. acquisition of a single handgun. 








the 
is 
is the 








$32 
Hunting weapons as specified in 8 21 of the Act are firearms intended for use, and commonly 
used, in hunting animals which may legally be hunted. 


533 

Enacting a prohibition in accordance with § 23 Section 1 of the Act, as well as the confiscation 
of weapons and ammunition in accordance with $23 Section 2 of the Act, is the responsibility 
ol the district police authorities in whose district the person to whom this prohibition has been 
applied permanently resides, 


бза 

(1) A license to import in accordance with 824 of the Act is issued by the district police 
authorities in whose district the importer is permanently resident or in whose district his place 
of entry is located. 

(2) The customs authorities record the importation on the license authorizing such import 
and return the license to the police authorities who issued it. 
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(9) Except in the cases spectied in $24 Section 2 of the Act, the following do not require а 
license to import in accordance with 824 of the Act: 

1. German ctizers—with respect to firearms and ammunition wth which they are 
re-entering Germany proper from а foreign country: 

2. members of foreign rille clubs who are entering Germany to participate in shooting 
events held by the German Reich Association for Physical Education or the German Fille. 
Club—with respect 10 the firearms and ammunition brought with tem for purposes of 
paricipation in these events; 

3. persons who are not permanently resident in the German Reich—with respect to 
hunting weapons and ammunition whose importation has been sanctioned by a foreign 
representative of Germany (embassy. egation, or consulate). 

$35 
(1) Exceptions pertaining to tha export-bound manufacture, wading and possession of the 
firearms, devices or cartrges specified n $25 ofthe Act are granted by the higher administra- 
tive authorities in whose district the applicants business is located 
(2) Firearms, devices and cartridges required in the line of duty by authorities of the Reich 
orthe Lands or by the Reichsbank are exempted trom the ban placed on them by 525 Secion. 
Tof the Act. 
$36 


‘The Ordinance of June 12, 1933, regarding atemporary ban on the importation of handguns 
(Law Gazette of the Reich |, p. 367), Section 2, is amended as follows: 

"Individual exceptions may зе permited in accerdance with 824 Section 1 ofthe Firearms 
‘Act of March 18, 1938, (Law Gazette of tno Reich l.p. 265)” 


Berlin, March 19, 1935 


Reich Minister o! Domestic Affairs. 
Frick 


46 


Enclosure! 
(el. $24 of the Enforcement Ordinance) 
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inforcement Ordinance) 








Weapons Permit No. 
Valid for thse years 
Photograph 
ieaidentin — 
bonon — — — m 3 
is hereby auihorizadto carry. = 


in the boundaries of the German Reich, * 
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Regulations for the implementation of $9 Section 2 Clause 2 and $11 
Clause 2 of the Ordinance for the Enforcement of the Firearms Act 
March 21, 1938 
‘Onthe basisof $9 Section 2Clause 2and §11 Clause 2of the Ordinance tor the Enforcement 
ot the Firearms Act of March 19. 1936, (Law Gazette of the Reich I, p. 270}, the following is 
decreed jointly with the Reich Mirister of Domestic Affairs 
В 

(1) The authority belore whom protessional qualtcations for engaging in manufacture or 
dealership are to be proven in accordance with 69 Section 2 and $11 of the Ordinance for 
the Enforcement of the Firearms Act of March 19.1338. (cf. also 53 Section 210 5 and 87 of 
the Act) ва subject expert 1o bo appointed by the Chamber of Commerce, who must be familiar 
vith tne manulacure of weapons and ammunition through mary yers xperience. This 
subject expert need not be a member of the Chamber of Commerce. The appointment of this 
subject expert wil be publicized in an appropriate manner by the Chamber of Commerce. 

(2) Professional qualifications for he manufacture of gunpowder ot ай kinds are o be proven 
at an examination һе by the appropiate Factory Inspectorate, 

§2 

The examination wil be verbal only. The applicant must prove sufficient knowledge of the 
kinds, construction and use of the most common firearms and of the handing and use of he 
frost commonly used ammunition. 





63 

‘The subject expen will issue a cetificate reflecting the results of the examination (82). То 
recover the costs involved, the Chamber of Commerce may levy a fee of up to 5 Reichsmark, 
payable by the applicant. 


Berlin, March 21, 1938 


Reich Minister ot Economic Affairs 
(on behal of) 
Brinkmann. 


Palate oy Rech sy of Domenie Als — Prati Pach Porong Once ali 
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